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ABSTRACT

Keywords: right to family reunification, foreigners, lineal ascendants, dependent

residence

As of 2022, there will be nearly 800,000 foreigners living in Taiwan. For
this reason, new immigrants and various foreign professionals have continuously
proposed to the government departments, hoping to allow their relatives to come
to Taiwan to perform dependent residence. Only in this way can families truly

be reunited.

To explore the feasibility of policy openness, this article has referred to the
current laws and regulations on dependent residence of foreign lineal ascendants
in 15 countries, and selected the immediate relative dependent systems of
Singapore, Australia, and Japan for an in-depth comparative study. It can be seen
from the data that countries with an open attitude mostly rely on the closeness
of the dependent person's connection with the country (such as citizens,
permanent residents) or the degree of important contribution to the country (such
as economic contribution, recruitment of outstanding talents). This method
adopts the openness of different objects and different stages. There are also
conditions such as guarantees for children, restrictions on the number of

applicants, and personal health.

Based on the above basic information, experts, academics, stakeholder
groups and relevant government departments were further invited to conduct in-
depth interviews with a view to identifying acceptable best practices. In
summary, due to the serious problems of childlessness and aging, as well as the
limited resources for social welfare and medical care, it is not yet appropriate to
rashly allow all lineal ascendants (parents, grandparents) of foreign nationals
residing in Taiwan to come to Taiwan for residence dependent on relatives.

However, the government should consider gradually opening up "long-term
VI



stay" in Taiwan to lineal ascendants of foreign nationals who are professionals
needed in our country or foreign spouses with close ties to Taiwan having been
naturalized or obtained permanent residency. This will satisfy their right to
family reunion without creating a national financial burden, thus achieving a

win-win situation.
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